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January 1-9, 2025

Tour Itinerary:

Jan 4 Sat	 Hazor, Dan, Caesarea Philippi, Har Bental, Katzrin Synagogue
Today we travel north to visit Hazor, the largest Old Testament site in Israel 
(a UNESCO World Heritage Site).  We will then proceed to Dan, the northern 
border of the biblical kingdom of Israel.  There we will walk to one of the 
headwaters of the Jordan River and visit the extensive excavations.  A short 
drive will take us to Caesarea Philippi, the place where Peter confessed that 
Jesus was the Christ (Matt 16:16).  From there we will drive up on to the Golan 
Heights and view into Syria (if local conditions permit).  We end our day at 
Katzrin where we will visit the well–preserved Synagogue and reconstructed 
houses. Overnight in Tiberias (B,D).

Jan 1 Wed	 Depart from New York

Jan 2 Thu	 Arrive Tel Aviv Airport 
Our representative will meet you at Tel Aviv Airport after the customs and 
baggage claim with a “FAM TRIP-TUTKU” sign. Meet and transfer to the hotel 
for diner and overnight. (D) 

Jan 3 Fri	 Caesarea, Mt. Carmel, Megiddo, Nazareth, Cana 
Drive north to Caesarea to see the ruins of this large port city built by 
Herod the Great to honor Roman Caesar Augustus. After lunch drive to Mt. 
Carmel and the Carmelite Monastery of Muhraka, where God caused Elijah to 
defeat the priests of Ba’al. From Mt. Carmel see the magnificent panoramic 
view of the Jezreel valley. Descend to Megiddo to tour this important 
archaeological site where many important battles took place and the referent 
for Armageddon in Revelation 16:16.  Drive to Nazareth and visit the Basilica 
of the Annunciation and traditional Mount of Precipice—the traditional site 
where Christ was taken to thrown over the cliff.  Drive to Tiberias for dinner 
and overnight stopping at Cana, where Jesus turned water into wine (if time 
permits). (B,D)

Jan 5 Sun	 Boat Ride on Sea of Galilee, Galilee Boat, Chorazin, Mount of 
Beatitudes, Magdala, Capernaum
We begin our day with a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.  During the day 
we will visit Chorazin with a reconstructed synagogue and also the Mount of 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5–7).  We will visit the well–preserved first century A.D. 
synagogue at Magdala and the excavations.  In addition, we will visit the first 
century fishing boat that is now in a museum as well as Capernaum, Jesus’ 
“home” for a good portion of his earthy ministry.  If time permits we may 
visit Bethsaida and/or Kursi—where Jesus cast the demons into the swine.  
Overnight in Tiberias (B,D).

Greetings!  The following is the handcrafted itinerary of the trip to 
Israel that Mary and I are leading in response to those who have 
asked us to put together a “not for credit” study tour. I will be 

giving mini-lectures along the way both on the bus and on the sites, drawing 
from my studies. I have spent 16 years of my adult life living in, and guiding, 
academic groups in Israel, Jordan, Greece, and Turkey (including living, 
teaching, and guiding in Jerusalem for 7 years).

This specially planned itinerary is based upon my experice of leading/
guiding/teaching over 100 groups in Israel and is structured to include as 
many important biblical sites as possible as we study the Bible in the Land 
of the Bible.

I am Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at Bethel University in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.  I received my PhD in Ancient Near Eastern Studies from Dropsie 
University.  Currently I am an adjunct professor at the Jerusalem University 
College in Jerusalem and Bethel University in St. Paul, MN and have served as 
a consultant for a publisher and several media organizations.

In 2010 Zondervan published a new, updated version of my Zondervan 
Atlas of the Bible. Lavishly illustrated, the new version has been updated in 
every way including new maps, pictures, graphics and updated text.  In 2013 
Zondervan published my Zondervan Essential Atlas of the Bible.  In addition, 
I maintain the web site www.HolylandPhotos.org that features 
over 5,000 free, high quality and high-resolution images of Israel, 
Turkey, Greece, Jordan, and Italy.

Dr. Carl and Mary Rasmussen

Megiddo Chorazin

Boat Ride on Sea of Galilee

Caesarea Philippi
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Jan 6 Mon	 Beth Shean, Jericho, Jordan River, Qumran, Jerusalem
Morning drive to Beth Shean, one of Israel’s most ancient cities, which became 
Scythopolis under the Romans. We continue south through the Jordan Valley 
to Jericho, one of the world’ oldest cities. At Qasr el-Yehud we will see the 
traditional location of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist and where the 
Israelites entered the Land of Canaan. We continue to the Dead Sea area to 
see Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947.   On our way to 
Jerusalem, we will stop for a view of the Judean Wilderness where Jesus was 
tempted—if time permits.  Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (B,D)

Jan 7 Tue	 Bethlehem, Herodion, 
Mount of Olives, Pool of Bethesda, 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher
We first drive to the Herodion, the 
fortress King Herod built south of 
Jerusalem. We then visit Bethlehem 
and the Church of the Nativity built 
over the traditional cave where Jesus 
was born. Returning to Jerusalem, 
we will stop for an overlook on the 
Mount of Olives. We then descend the 
Mount visiting the church of Dominus 
Flevit (commemorating Jesus weeping 
over Jerusalem) and proceed to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. After a stop 
at the Church of All Nations we will 
enter the old city through the Lions’ 
Gate. We stop at the Pool of Bethesda 

to see where Jesus’ healing of the lame man took place. We will follow the 
Via Dolorosa to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  Passing through the 
Damascus Gate, we walk to the Garden Tomb where we will end our day. 
Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (B,D)

Jan 8 Wed	 Walking Tour of Jerusalem
We begin our walking tour on the top of the Temple Mount, the site of the 
Solomonic and Heriodian Temples and now the famous Dome of the Rock.  
While in the Old City we will visit the Zion Gate, the Cenacle, traditional 
site of the Pentecost event in Acts 2 as well as the tomb of David.  We will 
then continue into the Jewish Quarter of the Old City and visit the Wohl 
Museum where there are palatial houses from the New Testament Era (home 
of Caiaphas the High Priest?). After lunch in the Old City we will visit the 
archaeological excavations in the Davidson center, including the steps that 
led up into the Temple Mount.  A visit to Old Testament Jerusalem, including 
Warren’s Shaft, Hezekiah’s Tunnel and the Pool of Siloam will conclude our 
day.  Dinner and overnight Jerusalem. (B,D)

Jan 9 Thu	 Departure   
Transfer to Tel Aviv Airport for flight back to New York. End of services.

$3,390   Per Person in Double Room (for professors)

$3,790   Per Person in Double Room (for spouses)

$750	    Single Room Supplement

•	International flights from New York to Tel Aviv, based on 
Turkish Airlines Economy Class. 
FAM trip group flights depart from NEWYORK. 
For all other departure city requests, please ask for the 
specific flight rate at an extra cost.

•	1 Night at 4 star Metropolitan Hotel in Tel Aviv or similar

•	3 Nights at 4 star Ginossar Hotel in Tiberias or similar

•	3 Nights at 4 star Grand Court Hotel in Jerusalem or similar

•	Sightseeing as per the itinerary

•	Arrival and departure airport transfers with escorts

•	All transportation by private AC Motorcoach (50 seats 
maximum at one bus)

•	All entry fees to the sites and museums listed in the itinerary

•	English Speaking licensed tour guides during all tours

•	Boat Tour at Sea of Galilee

•	Service charges and local taxes

•	Lunches and drinks

•	Tips to tour guides and drivers

•	All personal expenses, Travel and Health Insurances, any other 
item not mentioned above.

PAYMENT  PROCEDURE

INCLUDING

LAND & AIR

EXCLUDING

– $200 per person Deposit	 : May 10, 2024

– Full Payment			   : October 11, 2024

Cancellation Penalty:
– 90–60 days prior to departure	 : No Penalty
– 59–45 days prior to departure	 : 25% 
– 44–30 days prior to departure	 : 50%
– 29–15  days prior to departure	 : 75%
– 14 days & After		         	 : No refund

*There can be a supplement on the tour cost if the airlines 
increase air ticket rates due to COVID-19 pandemic.

REGISTRATION

OPTION  1

OPTION  3

OPTION  2

1.	Open the Camera 
app on your device.

2.	Move the QR code 
into the frame.

you can fill in the secure form at TUTKU website

https://tutku.travel/tour/25ISFAM

*Please email to info@tutkutours.com and ask for TUTKU’ bank
account details if you wish to pay with bank wire transfer.

REGISTER NOW

Via Dolorosa

Beth Shean

Pool of Bethesda

https://tutku.travel/tour/25ISFAM
https://tutku.travel/tour/25ISFAM


Biblical Israel - Fam Trip  /  January 1-9, 2025

Sea of 
Galilee

Dead Sea
Jo

rd
an

 R
iv

er

Gulf
of

Aqaba

MEDITERRANEAN 
SEA

Kishon River

JORDAN

ISRAEL

SYRIA

LEBANON

EGYPT

King Hussein Bridge
Border Crossing

Sheikh Hussein Bridge
Border Crossing

Wadi Araba
Border Crossing

GOLAN
HEIGHTS

ISRAEL MAP

Prepared by: Tutku Educational Travel
  Dr. Carl Rasmussen

GALILEEGALILEE

PHOENICIAPHOENICIA

GAULANITISGAULANITIS

PERÆAPERÆA

JUDÆAJUDÆA

IDUMEAIDUMEA

SAMARIASAMARIA

NABATEANABATEA

DECAPOLISDECAPOLIS

TYRE
TEL DAN CAESAREA 

PHILLIPI

NIMROD

KEDESH

TEL HAZORBAR’AM

SAFED
CHORAZIN

GAMLA

KURSI
APHEK

HAMAT GADER

BELVOIR FORTRESS

CAPERNAUM

MAGDALA
CANA

NAIN

BEIT ALPHA

Mt. TABOR

TEL MEGIDDO

MUKHRAQA

CAESAREA MARITIME
BEIT SHEAN

PELLA

AJLUN
Mt. EBAL

Mt. GERIZIM

TEL SHILOH
YARKON

BEIT EL

EMMAUS

MODIINRAMLA
LOD

JAFFA

JERICHO

JACOB’S WELL

Mt. HERMON

ACRE

NAHARIYA

ROSH HANIKRA
ACHZIV

ATHLIT

HAIFA

NAZARETH

TIBERIAS

ASHDOD

TEL AVIV-YAFO

JERUSALEM
QUMRAN

MADABA

MACHAERUS

Mt. NEBO

QASR EL YEHUD

BETHANY

HEBRON

HERODION

EIN GEDI

MASADA

AK KARAK

TEL ARAD

MAMSHIT

PETRA

YOTVATA

TEL BEERSHEBA

BETHLEHEM

EIN KAREM

BEIT GUVRIN-MARESHA

TEL LACHISH
GAZA

ASHKELON

NABULUS

DIMONA

EILAT

JARASH

AMMAN

AL’ AQABAH

Gaziosmanpaşa Bulvarı 3/303 Izmir 35210 TURKEY
Phone: +90-232 441-8635 / 441-8676 / 441-8677

Visit for other tours: www.tutkutours.com
Email for customized group & individual tour requests: info@tutkutours.com
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